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T h e  e t h o s  o f  o u r  w o r k  l i e s  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  b y  e n r i c h i n g  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d
s k i l l s  a n d  b y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  w e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  u n l o c k i n g  p o t e n t i a l ;
w e  a r e  u n l e a s h i n g  a  f o r c e  t h a t  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  v e r y  f a b r i c  o f  A f r i c a ' s  d e s t i n y .

A s  w e  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  3 2  M e m b e r  S t a t e s ,  t h e  t h e m e  " Y o u t h  I n n o v a t i n g  a
B o r d e r l e s s  A f r i c a n  R e n a i s s a n c e "  e c h o e d  i n  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,  u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  a n d  s h a r e d  v i s i o n s .  T h e  s u m m i t  w a s  a  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  A f r i c a ' s
e m e r g i n g  y o u t h  i n n o v a t o r s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  a  d i v e r s e  a r r a y  o f  s t a k e h o l d e r s .
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y
c a m e  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  h a r m o n i o u s  s y m p h o n y ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  u n i t y .

I  e x t e n d  p r o f o u n d  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  K e n y a  l e d  b y  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  P r e s i d e n t  D r .
W i l l i a m  S a m o e i  R u t o  C . G . H ,  D e p u t y  P r e s i d e n t  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  H o n .  R i g a t h i  G a c h a g u a ,  o u r
e s t e e m e d  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  t e a m  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  Y o u t h
A f f a i r s ,  C r e a t i v e  E c o n o m y  a n d  S p o r t s .  Y o u r  u n w a v e r i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  h a s  p r o p e l l e d
Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  t o  n e w  h e i g h t s ,  m a k i n g  i t  a  b e a c o n  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  y o u t h
e m p o w e r m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  g l o b a l l y .

T h e  m i s s i o n  w e  e m b a r k e d  u p o n  i s  n o t  j u s t  a n  e v e n t ;  i t  i s  a  m o v e m e n t ,  a  c o l l e c t i v e  p u r s u i t  o f
a  b o r d e r l e s s  A f r i c a n  r e n a i s s a n c e  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  i n n o v a t i v e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  y o u t h .  W i t h  2 0 , 0 0 0
y o u n g  v o i c e s  r e s o n a t i n g  i n  u n i s o n ,  w e  e x p l o r e d ,  d e l i b e r a t e d ,  a n d  e n v i s i o n e d  i m p l e m e n t a b l e
s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  s h a p e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  y o u n g  A f r i c a n s .

I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  w e  w e l c o m e d  y o u  a l l  t o  a  s u m m i t  t h a t  n o t  o n l y
r e f l e c t e d  o u r  j o u r n e y  b u t  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  i m p a c t  t h a t  a w a i t s .
T o g e t h e r ,  w e  a r e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  c h a n g e ,  b u i l d e r s  o f  d r e a m s ,  a n d  s t e w a r d s  o f  a  f u t u r e  w h e r e
t h e  y o u t h  o f  A f r i c a  s t a n d  t a l l ,  e m p o w e r e d ,  a n d  u n i t e d .

H o n .  A b a b u  N a m w a m b a  E G H ,  C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  Y o u t h  A f f a i r s ,  C r e a t i v e
E c o n o m y  a n d  S p o r t s .
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A s  I  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  j o u r n e y  t h a t  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  6 t h
e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t ,  h e l d  w i t h
p r i d e  a n d  p u r p o s e  i n  N a i r o b i ,  K e n y a ,  m y  h e a r t  s w e l l s
w i t h  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  t h a t  h a v e
d e f i n e d  t h i s  m o n u m e n t a l  f o u r  d a y s  e v e n t .  

I t  i s  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t  t h a t  I  s h a r e  t h i s
f o r e w o r d ,  a  c h r o n i c l e  o f  o u r  s h a r e d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o
s h a p i n g  a  b r i g h t e r  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  y o u t h  o f  A f r i c a .

I n  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  v i s i o n a r y  p a t h  s e t  b y  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  Y o u t h  A f f a i r s ,  C r e a t i v e  E c o n o m y ,  a n d
S p o r t s ,  w e  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  m i s s i o n  —  a
m i s s i o n  t o  e m p o w e r  t h e  y o u n g  m i n d s  o f  o u r  c o n t i n e n t .



A t  t h e  2 0 2 3  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t ,  h o s t e d  b y  H . E .  W i l l i a m  S a m o e i  R u t o ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f
t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  K e n y a ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 0 , 0 0 0  y o u t h ,  f r o m  2 4  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  c o n v e n e d  o v e r  f o u r
c o l o r f u l  d a y s  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .

T h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  H u b  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e  M a s t e r c a r d  F o u n d a t i o n  i n

c u r a t i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  e n g a g e m e n t s  o f  y o u t h ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a n

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e ,  a  p o l i c y  h a c k a t h o n ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  c r e a t i v e s ,  a n d  t h e  a

m a r k e t p l a c e  f o r  y o u t h  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .

P l a c i n g  y o u t h  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  A f r i c a ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  a n n u a l  c o n v e n i n g  o f  t h e

Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  s e e k s  t o  d r a w  o n  t h e  a g e n c y ,  t a l e n t  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  e n e r g y  o f

A f r i c a ’ s  y o u t h  t o  r e c e n t r e  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  f r o m  a  y o u t h  l e n s .  

A t  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t ,  l e a d e r s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e ,

m e e t  a n d  e n g a g e  y o u t h  t o  e x p l o r e  e m e r g i n g  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  t o  c h a r t  n e w  p a t h w a y s .  

T h e m e d :  “ I n n o v a t i n g  a  b o r d e r l e s s  A f r i c a n  R e n a i s s a n c e . ”  t h e  2 0 2 3  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  m a d e

a  c l a r i o n  c a l l  f o r  a n  O p e n  A f r i c a  -  w h e r e  c i t i z e n s  c a n  m o v e  e a s i l y  a n d  t r a d e  m o r e .   

T h e  s u m m i t  c o v e r e d  s e v e n  t h e m a t i c  a r e a s :  

S u s t a i n a b l e  G r e e n  L i v e l i h o o d ,  C l i m a t e  A d a p t a t i o n  a n d  R e s i l i e n c e1 .

T h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  D r e a m2 .

 L e v e r a g i n g  I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  D i g i t a l  E r a3 .

S u s t a i n a b l e  P e a c e ,  S e c u r i t y ,  a n d  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n4 .

E n t e r p r i s e  D e v e l o p m e n t :  T h e  F u t u r e  o f  A f r i c a ’ s  B o r d e r l e s s  C o m m e r c e5 .

V u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  a r o u n d  M e n t a l ,  S e x u a l  a n d  R e p r o d u c t i v e  H e a l t h6 .

R e i m a g i n i n g  B u s i n e s s  f o r  A f r i c a ’ s  C r e a t i v e  I n d u s t r y ,  S p o r t s  a n d  C u l t u r e7 .

T h e  S u m m i t  w i t h  i n t e n t i o n  f o c u s e d  o n  s h o w c a s i n g  y o u t h  t a l e n t ,  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d

e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  v e n t u r e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i o u s  y o u t h - l e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  h u s t l e r ’ s

b a z a a r  -  a  m a r k e t p l a c e  f o r  A f r i c a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .

T h e  S u m m i t  i s  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  r i c h  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  h o w  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n

A f r i c a  c a n  b e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  b e c o m e  d r i v e r s  o f  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  A g e n d a  2 0 6 3  –

“ T h e  A f r i c a  W e  W a n t ” .

T h i s  r e p o r t  p r e s e n t s  k e y  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  2 0 2 3  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t ,  a n d  l e s s o n s

l e a r n t .  
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I  have l istened to the youth of Africa imagine a borderless
Africa.  They have imagined an Africa where they have a central
role to play.  An Africa that respects the mantra of “For Youth, by
Youth and of Youth.”

I  have l istened to the youth of Africa imagine a borderless
Africa.  A continent that allows free movement of people,  of
goods, of services and ideas.  Where you can be in Turkana and
trade with someone in Timbuktoo. You can be in Port Elisabeth
and trade with someone in Casablanca. You can imagine an idea
in Mauritania and see the idea come to l ife in Central  Africa
Republic.

That is  the kind of Africa that these great young people have
imagined.

Hon. Ababu Terrah Namwamba
Cabinet Secretary, Youth, Sports and Creative Economy

Republic of Kenya



Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  i s  a  c o n t i n e n t a l  i n i t i a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o  e m p o w e r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  b y  e n h a n c i n g

t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  s k i l l s  w h i l e  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  i d e a s ,  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o

h a r n e s s  A f r i c a ’ s  d e m o g r a p h i c  d i v i d e n d .

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  h a s  g r o w n  t o  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o l i c y  a n d  b u s i n e s s

c o n v e n e r ,  w h i c h  t a b l e s  f o r w a r d  t h i n k i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A f r i c a n

y o u t h  w h i c h  c u t s  a c r o s s  i n d u s t r i e s .

I n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  v i s i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  H . E .  P a u l  K a g a m e ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  R w a n d a ,  w h o

s o u g h t  t o  c r e a t e  a  G o v e r n m e n t  l e d  p l a t f o r m  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  p o l i c y  d i a l o g u e s ,  c o -

d e s i g n i n g  a n d  i n f o r m i n g  d e c i s i o n s  o n  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  a i m e d  a t  e m p o w e r i n g  t h e m .  I n

2 0 1 2 ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  p l a t f o r m  c o n v e n e d  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  d e v e l o p m e n t

p a r t n e r s ,  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  t o  d e l i v e r  a  n a t i o n w i d e  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  c h a l l e n g e ,  a n d  a  M e e t

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  D i a l o g u e ,  b o t h  e f f o r t s  w h i c h  s i n c e  b i r t h e d  m a n y  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s  c o - c r e a t e d  b y  y o u n g

p e o p l e  a n d  v a r i o u s  s t a k e h o l d e r s .

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  R w a n d a ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  U N D P  a n d  U N C T A D ,  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r s t

Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  w h i c h  w a s  h o s t e d  b y  H . E .  P a u l  K a g a m e ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f

R w a n d a .

A l o n g s i d e  t h i s  i n a u g u r a l  s u m m i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  M i n i s t e r s  o f  Y o u t h  R o u n d t a b l e  c o n v e n e d  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e d  o n

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 .  S c a l i n g  u p  o f  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l  b e y o n d  t h e  s i x  i n i t i a l  c o u n t r i e s  ( R w a n d a ,

D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  C o n g o ,  L i b e r i a ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  C o n g o ,  S i e r r a  L e o n e  a n d  U g a n d a ) ;

2 .  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  H u b  a n d  o f f e r i n g  r e g i o n a l  s u p p o r t  t o  n a t i o n a l  y o u t h

p r o g r a m s ,  a n d

3 .  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  E m p o w e r m e n t  F u n d ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  s e e k  t o  f i n a n c e  y o u t h

e m p o w e r m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9 ,  e n d o r s e d  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t

A f r i c a  a s  a  m o d e l  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  b e  s c a l e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a

H u b ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s e c r e t a r i a t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s c a l i n g  o f  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  i n i t i a t i v e .    

S u b s e q u e n t  s u m m i t s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  K i g a l i  a n d  A c c r a ,  G h a n a . T o  d a t e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  c o u n t s  3 2  m e m b e r

s t a t e s  a n d  h a s  i m p a c t e d  o v e r  1 2  M i l l i o n  Y o u t h  a c r o s s  A f r i c a .

THE YOUTHCONNEKT AFRICA INITIATIVE

7



E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t s  c o n v e n e s  a  o n e - o f  a  k i n d  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e

b e t w e e n  A f r i c a ’ s  y o u t h ,  H e a d s  o f  S t a t e ,  a n d  l e a d e r s  f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r s  a n d

t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  A s  a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  s u m m i t ,  t h e  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e  t a c k l e s  q u e s t i o n s

o f  e s s e n c e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A f r i c a ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  y o u t h  a s  p a r t n e r s  i n  A f r i c a ’ s

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .   

T h e  I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  D i a l o g u e  a t  t h e  2 0 2 3 ,  w a s  g r a c i o u s l y  h o s t e d  b y  H . E .  D r .  W i l l i a m  S a m o e i

R u t o ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  K e n y a ,  w h o  h o s t e d  H . E .  S a m  M a t e k a n e ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e

K i n g d o m  o f  L e s o t h o ,  H . E .  R i g a t h i  G a c h a g u a ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  K e n y a ,  H . E .

W a m k e l e  M e n e ,  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  A f C F T A ,  H . E .  N a r d o s  T h o m a s ,  A U D A  N E P A D  C h i e f

E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  M s .  C h i d o  M p e m b a ,  t h e  A U  Y o u t h  E n v o y ,  M s .  J u l i e  G i c h u r u ,  C h i e f  o f  P u b l i c

A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  M a s t e r c a r d  F o u n d a t i o n ,  M s .  A h u n n a  E z i a k o n w a ,  U N D P  A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d

D i r e c t o r  -  R e g i o n a l  B u r e a u  f o r  A f r i c a .

T h i s  D i a l o g u e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  s u m m i t  t h e m e  I n n o v a t i n g  a  B o r d e r l e s s  A f r i c a n  R e n a i s s a n c e ,

r e f l e c t i n g  o n  A f r i c a ’ s  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h a v i n g  a  y o u t h  d i v i d e n d ,  a n d  c a l l  t o  a

b o r d e r l e s s  A f r i c a .  

AN INTERGENERATIONAL DIALOGUE 
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I t  i s  o u r  i n t e n t i o n ,  a s  l e a d e r s  o f  t h i s
c o n t i n e n t ,  t o  c o n v e r t  o u r  b o r d e r s  i n t o

b r i d g e s  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e  t o  c o n n e c t ;  t h a t  w e
c o n v e r t  o u r  b o r d e r s  i n t o  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s

f o r  o u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  b o r d e r l e s s
a n d  w i r e l e s s  c o n t i n e n t .

H . E .  D r .  W i l l i a m  S a m o e i  R u t o
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  K e n y a



I n  t h i s  f o u r t h  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  w e  c a n n o t
i g n o r e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e  y o u t h  s h o u l d
i n n o v a t e  a n d  c o m e  u p  w i t h  m o d e r n  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t

m a k e  u s  o n e  c o n t i n e n t  t h a t  t r a d e s  b e t t e r  a n d
e a s i e r  w i t h  i t s e l f .  

H . E .  S a m  M a t e k a n e
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  K i n g d o m  o f  L e s o t h o

T h e  A f r i c a  w e  w a n t  i s  t h e  A f r i c a  t h e  w o r l d  n e e d s .
T h i s  g o e s  b e y o n d  A f r i c a .  W e  a r e  h e r e  i n f l u e n c i n g

w h a t  h a p p e n s  n e x t  i n  o u r  w o r l d  t o d a y .  

M s .  A h u n n a  E z i a k o n w a
U N D P  A s s i s t a n t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

D i r e c t o r ,  R e g i o n a l  B u r e a u  f o r  A f r i c a
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W e ’ r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h i s
c o n t i n e n t  w i l l  b e  t h e  b r e a d b a s k e t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  W e
w i l l  f e e d  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  w e  w i l l  f e e d  t h e  w o r l d .  W e
h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  r e s e r v e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  I t

i s  y o u  w h o  w i l l  u n l o c k  t h e s e  d o o r s ,  i t  i s  y o u  w h o
w i l l  i n n o v a t e  -  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t .

Y o u  a r e  d o i n g  i t  e v e r y d a y .  

M s .  J u l i e  G i c h u r u
 C h i e f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r .  

M a s t e r c a r d  F o u n d a t i o n

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  w e  m a d e  a  p l e a ,  a s  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,
t o  h a v e  t h e  A U  Y o u t h  C h a r t e r  r e v i s e d  t o  m e e t  t h e
c u r r e n t  r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  f a c e .  W e  a r e

t r u l y  h o n o r e d  t h a t  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  s e e
h o w  a d d e d  m e c h a n i s m s  c a n  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  Y o u t h

C h a r t e r .  

M s .  C h i d o  M p e m b a
A U  Y o u t h  E n v o y
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To grow fast,  we must deliberately focus on innovation
to create fresh opportunities through the creation of
new products,  models and partnerships.  

The Hustler Fund has enabled more than 21.7 mill ion
Kenyans access resources to establish and progress
their enterprises especially those at the lowest
echelons of the socio-economic ladder.

H.E. Dr. William Samoei Ruto
President of the Republic of Kenya
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POLICY DIALOGUE: 
DIGNIFIED AND FULFILLING WORK 
FOR YOUTH IN AFRICA  

T h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  f e a t u r e d  a  P o l i c y  D i a l o g u e  o n  D i g n i f i e d  a n d  F u l f i l l i n g  W o r k  f o r  Y o u t h  i n

A f r i c a .  W i t h  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w e  s o u g h t  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  t a b l e ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  D i g n i f i e d

a n d  F u l f i l l i n g  W o r k .  

T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t  o f  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  w h i c h  f e a t u r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e a k e r s :  

H o n .  C a r l o s  D o  C a n t o  M o n t e i r o  –  D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r ,  Y o u t h  &  S p o r t s ,  C a b o  V e r d e

C h r i s t o p h e r  S e a g a t o n g  –  C h a i r p e r s o n ,  B o t s w a n a  J o b  f o r  Y o u t h ,  B o t s w a n a  

H o s e a  M u n e n e  M u g e r a  –  M a n a g e r ,  T o o l k i t ,  K e n y a

L e s l e y  M a r a n g e  –  C E O ,  G l y t i m e ,  Z i m b a b w e

P h i l l i p  P a n d e  –  P o l i c y  A n a l y s t ,  K e n y a

I n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t s  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

CONTRIBUTION LEADING TO GREATER
THINGS

FAIR COMPENSATION IN LINE WITH SKILLS
AND TIME

GROWTH THROUGH MENTORSHIP,
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AND HEALTH

FINANCIAL DIGNITY

ALIGNMENT WITH ORG MISSION
& VISION

RECOGNIZES INDIVIDUAL PRODUCTIVITY
AND CREATIVITY

RECOGNISED BY SOCIETY

ENGAGING AND INSPIRING WORK

D I G N I F I E D  A N D
F U L F I L L I N G

W O R K  

D i g n i f i e d  a n d  F u l f i l l i n g  w o r k  i s  w o r k  w h e r e
t h e r e  i s :

P r o t e c t i o n  o f  y o u t h  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h  f i r m
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  w o r k e r  s a f e t y ,
i n c l u d i n g  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r s .
A  f a i r  m i n i m u m  w a g e  c o v e r e d ,  a n d  r e g u l a r l y
n e g o t i a t e d  b y  e m p l o y e r  u n i o n s  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t s .
C o n t i n u e d  t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  t o  w o r k e r s
i n c l u d i n g  f o r  t h e  d i g i t a l  t r a n s i t i o n .
P r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s e x u a l  h a r a s s m e n t s .

F u r t h e r  t o  t h i s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p a r t n e r s
s h o u l d :

E n s u r e  f a i r  m i n i m u m  w a g e  i s  m e t  a c r o s s
s e c t o r s
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a l  s e c t o r  w o r k s
a d d i n g  v a l u e  t o  t h e  J u a  K a l i s
S u p p o r t  y o u t h  t o  g a i n  m a r k e t  r e l e v a n t  s o f t
s k i l l s  “ p e o p l e  s k i l l s ”  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  w o r k .
I n c r e a s e  j o b  s h a d o w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
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PATH TO PURPOSEFUL LEADERSHIP 
YOUTHCONNEKT FELLOWS MASTERCLASS

T h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  s i n c e  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  2 0 1 7  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  d e l i v e r  o n  a  v i s i o n  o f  a
c o n n e c t e d  A f r i c a n  Y o u t h  f o r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  W e  d o  t h i s  b y  e m p o w e r i n g  y o u n g
p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e ,  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  s k i l l s  w h i l e  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  i d e a s ,
i n n o v a t i o n s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e s  s o  t h a t  A f r i c a  m a k e s  p r o g r e s s  i n  h a r n e s s i n g  i t s  d e m o g r a p h i c  d i v i d e n d s
b y  2 0 3 0 .

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  r e c e i v e d  a  m a n d a t e ,  f r o m  t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l ,   t o
b u i l d  a  n e t w o r k  o f  A f r i c a n  Y o u t h  L e a d e r s .  T o  d e l i v e r  o n  t h i s ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  c r e a t e s
a n n u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u n g  l e a d e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  t o  c o n v e n e ,
l e a r n  a n d  e x c h a n g e .  F u r t h e r  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  s e e k s  t o  e m b e d  k e y  v a l u e s  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e
a n d  e t h i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  F e l l o w s .  

T h r o u g h  i t s  n e t w o r k  o f  n a t i o n a l  c h a p t e r s  a n d  p a r t n e r s ,  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  i d e n t i f i e s  a n d
b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g ,  u p  c o m i n g  y o u n g  l e a d e r s  i n  g o v e r n a n c e ,  s o c i a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,
d i g i t a l  i n n o v a t i o n ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  a n d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  a g e d  b e t w e e n  2 1  –  3 5  y e a r s .
T h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  F e l l o w s h i p  w i l l  o f f e r  p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l  b u i l d i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  l e a d e r s h i p
c o a c h i n g ,  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  a n d  s m a l l  g r o u p  s u p p o r t .  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  F e l l o w s  w i l l  a l s o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  v a r i o u s  v i r t u a l  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e - o n - o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e d
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a ’ s  n e t w o r k .

P r o g r a m m e  O b j e c t i v e s
1 . B u i l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r s  w i t h i n  A f r i c a ’ s  c r o p  o f  e m e r g i n g  c h a m p i o n s ;
2 . C o n n e c t  t h e s e  e m e r g i n g  l e a d e r s  t o  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s  a n d  t o  n a t i o n a l  e n g a g e m e n t  t o  f u r t h e r
i m p a c t  o t h e r  y o u n g  p e r s o n s ;
3 . B u i l d  a  l a r g e  n e t w o r k  o f  e m e r g i n g  c a p a b l e  y o u n g  A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .

I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  U N I C E F  a n d  N I A  D E L T A ,  9 1  y o u n g  l e a d e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  f u l l  d a y  m a s t e r c l a s s
o n  P u r p o s e f u l  L e a d e r s h i i p .  

T h e  L e a d e r s h i p  m a s t e r c l a s s  w a s  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  i K i g a i  f r a m e w o r k  w h i c h  l e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  h o w  t h e y  c a n  l e v e r a g e  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  i n  c h a r t i n g  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  j o u r n e y s .  T h e  y o u n g  l e a d e r s
d e v e l o p e d  S M A R T  t r a j e c t o r y  m a p s ,  a n d  h e l d  g r o u p  c o a c h i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s .  

T h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  g r a c e d  w i t h  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  M s .  R a n i a  D a g a s h ,  D e p u t y  R e g i o n a l
D i r e c t o r  a t  U N I C E F ,  w h o  s h a r e d  h e r  p e r s o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  j o u r n e y  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .
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We live in an age where borders are becoming more and
more irrelevant;  thus technology allows us to connect
and collaborate across countries and continents.  

This presents a unique opportunity fo the youth of
Africa to rise to the occasion, to be designers of our
shared future.  The challenges we face are vast and
complex, from climate change and unemployment,  to
poverty and inequality,  among others.  But within these
challenges l ie opportunities for innovation,
entrepreneurship and social  change.

Your generation is armed with creativity,  passion and
advanced technology. You are well  equipped to tackle
these challenges and build a better tomorrow. Take
your rightful place in innovation in all  sectors and
spheres of leadership.

H.E. Rigathi Gachagua
Deputy President of the Republic of Kenya
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YOUTH HEALTH HACKLAB
U N F P A  E a s t  a n d  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  a n d
A f r i l a b s  l a u n c h e d  i t s  2 0 2 3  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n n o v a t i o n  H a c k l a b  w h i c h  h a d  a  f o c u s  o n  M e n t a l
H e a l t h  a n d  A d o l e s c e n t  S e x u a l  a n d  R e p r o d u c t i v e  H e a l t h  a n d  R i g h t s .

O v e r  2 0 0  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  a n d  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  r e g i o n ,  a n d  t o p  1 0
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  t o  p i t c h  a t  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  t o  i n s p i r e  y o u t h  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d
s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h .  

T h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  I n n o v a t i o n  H a c k l a b , r e c e i v e d  a  s i z e a b l e  g r a n t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e i r
i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t e d  w i t h  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  s u p p o r t
s e r v i c e s  f o r  a  f u l l  y e a r .
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THE EGUMENI HUB
T h e  E g u m e n i  H u b  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  T r a c e  A c a d e m y ,
I O M  a n d  U N D P  a s  a  p l a t f o r m  d e s i g n e d  t o  e m p o w e r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a c r o s s  A f r i c a .  

T h e  H u b  r a n  a  t h r e e - d a y  p r o g r a m m e  o f f e r i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s e s s i o n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .  
T h e  K e y  h i g h l i g h t s  w e r e :  

I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  M e n t o r s h i p  P a n e l  t h e m e d :  “ L e v e r a g i n g  o n  I n n o v a t i o n  t o  A c c e l e r a t e  S u s t a i n a b l e
D e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  Y o u t h  i n  A f r i c a . ”

1 .

T r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  o n :2 .
D i g i t a l  M a r k e t i n g ,  
H o w  t o  b e c o m e  a  D J ,  
D i g i t a l  M e d i a  P r o g r a m m i n g ,   
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  a n d  S o f t  S k i l l s .
H o w  t o  b e c o m e  a n  i n f l u e n c e r
M a r k e t i n g  f o r  C r e a t i v e  E n t r e p r e n e u r s

3 .  L i v e  P o d c a s t  a n d  c o n t e n t  r e c o r d i n g ;
4 .  C a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  o n  P o l i c y  M a k i n g  b y  a n d  f o r  Y o u t h ;
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THE HUSTLER’S BAZAAR
I n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  y o u t h  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  a n d  t o  o f f e r  y o u n g  e n t r e p e n e u r s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t
p a r t  o f  A f r i c a  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b r i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i n t o  a  n e w  m a r k e t  a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  a
w i d e r  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  H u s t l e r ’ s  B a z a a r  w a s  s e t  u p  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  v e n u e .  

A  t o t a l  o f  2 9 0  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  f r o m  t e n  c o u n t r i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e x h b i t i o n :  K e n y a ,
U g a n d a ,   S i e r r a  L e o n e ,  C o m o r o s ,  M a l a w i ,  M a d a g a s c a r ,  G a m b i a ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  C o n g o ,  a n d  G u i n e a .
T h e  i m a g e s  b e l o w  p o r t r a y  t h e  y o u t h  e x h i b i t i o n s .  
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YouthConnekt was an idea in 2012. Today, we want to
acknowledge the leadership of countries across the
continent in nurturing young people.

In 2012, H.E.  Paul Kagame, President of the Republic of
Rwanda met young people.  The young people had many
ideas and projects.  Out of this engagement
YouthConnekt was birthed to connect young people to
policymakers,  business leaders and to great
opportunities.  Initiated by a Head of State,
YouthConnekt is  championed by other Heads of State.
Today H.E.  Dr.  Will iam Ruto hosts the continent of
Africa in Nairobi,  for this YouthConnekt
Intergenerational Dialogue. 

We encourage African Youth to keep the dream alive.
Let us join efforts to create a borderless Africa with
opportunities,  to generate lots of innovation to
empower our young people.

Hon. Abdallah Utumatwishima
Minister of Youth and Arts

Republic of Rwanda
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CREATIVE PERFORMANCES
T h e  6 t h  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  K e n y a  T a l a n t a  H e l a
i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  A f r i c a ’ s  C r e a t i v e  a n d  C u l t u r a l  E c o n o m y ,  w a s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e
d i v e r s e  a n d  r i c h  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .

F r o m  t h e a t r i c a l  p i e c e s ,  m u s i c  a n d  d a n c e ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  e v e r  -  a n  A f r i c a  C o m e d y  N i g h t .  Y o u n g  a n d
u p c o m i n g  a r t i s t s  s h a r e d  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w i t h  r e n o w n  i n d u s t r y  n a m e s .  T h e  i m a g e s  b e l o w  d i s p l a y  s o m e  o f  t h e
p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  T h e  l i s t  o f  p e r f o m i n g  a r t i s t s  i s  a n n e x e d .  



" T h e  Y o u t h  C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  h o l d s
p r o f o u n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  i t  r e c o g n i z e s  A f r i c a ' s

y o u t h  a s  a c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  s h a p i n g  s o l u t i o n s
f o r  o u r  c o n t i n e n t ' s  c h a l l e n g e s .  P r o v i d i n g  t h e m

w i t h  a  m e a n i n g f u l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
e m p o w e r m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  A f r i c a ' s  r e s i l i e n c e

a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e . "

M r .  A n t h o n y  N g o r o r a n o
U N D P  K e n y a ,  R e s i d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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T o  t r u l y  e m p o w e r  o u r  y o u t h  a n d  u n l o c k  t h e  f u l l
p o t e n t i a l  o f  o u r  c o n t i n e n t ,  w e  m u s t  m a k e  t h e i r
s e x u a l  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  h e a l t h  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r

m e n t a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o u r  u t m o s t  p r i o r i t y .  W h e n  t h e
y o u t h  a r e  e d u c a t e d ,  e m p o w e r e d ,  a n d  h e a l t h y ,  w e

p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r  h a r n e s s i n g  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c
d i v i d e n d  a n d  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  A f r i c a  w e  e n v i s i o n  -

p r o s p e r o u s ,  v i b r a n t ,  a n d  i n c l u s i v e .

M r s .  L y d i a  Z i g o m o
U N F P A ,  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  E S A R O

“ E m p o w e r i n g  A f r i c a ’ s  y o u t h  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  c h o i c e ;  i t
i s  o u r  m o s t  s t r a t e g i c  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  r e a l i s e  T h e
A f r i c a  W e  W a n t .  W i t h  t h e i r  b o u n d l e s s  e n e r g y ,

c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  A f r i c a ’ s  y o u t h  a r e
n o t  o n l y  t h e  h o p e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  b u t  t h e  l e a d e r s ,
i n n o v a t o r s ,  a n d  g a m e  c h a n g e r s  o f  t o d a y .  T h r o u g h

o u r  f l a g s h i p  i n i t i a t i v e  E n e r g i z e  A f r i c a ,  A U D A -
N E P A D  p r i o r i t i s e s  y o u t h - c e n t r e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n

a l l  o u r  p r o g r a m m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  s c i e n c e ,

t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  o r  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  o f
M S M E s .  I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f

A f r i c a n  y o u t h s  a r e  t h e  b e d r o c k  t o  t r a n s f o r m  o u r
i n d u s t r i e s ,  s p a r k  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  d r i v e  e c o n o m i c

g r o w t h  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t . ”  

H . E .  N a r d o s  T h o m a s
C E O ,  A U D A  N E P A D



SUMMIT
DELIBERATIONS
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 Youth should be engaged in the formulation of climate resilience and

sustainability policies.

1.

 Innovative and green Investments should be made to enable youth to make

contributions to climate change mitigation and resilience efforts. 

2.

 Youth across Africa should be mobilized, through a multiple-stakeholder

approach, to participate in reforestation efforts.  

3.

 Efforts should be made to scale youth skill ing for a green and just

transition. 

4.

 Comprehensive and technology-based education should apply to enable

youth to practice sustainable agriculture practices

5.

 Integration of technology and innovation in the development of agrifood

systems should be supported.

6.

 To enable, attract and retain more youth in the agrifood sector specific

policies and measures should be put in place to support them.

7.
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M  Foster pride in African Identity among Youth through reflection on African

culture and heritage.

1.

 Engage youth voices in shaping African identity, pride and regional

integration.

2.

 Create opportunities for Youth led innovations and initiative in solving

Africa’s biggest challenges.

3.
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 Strengthen multisector collaboration to enable the development of context-

relevant innovations and technologies, and commercialization pathways. 

1.

 Encourage a multisectoral approach to unlock youth digital skills,  access to

devices and connectivity and access to digital/remote jobs.

2.

 Scale delivery of relevant, impact-oriented, inclusive youth skill ing for the

digital economy through ecosystems.  

3.

 Bridge the divide in participation in the digital economy by an inclusive

scale of access to accelerators.

4.

 Academia should adapt and be ahead of the curb in driving and delivering

knowledge on tech and digital innovation and possible impact on society.

5.
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 Prioritise investments for the facil itation of youth entrepreneurs in regional

trade efforts leveraging digital technologies.

1.

 Strengthen linkages among African youth entrepreneurs for regional trade.2.

 Strengthen national ecosystems to enable youth participation in regional

trade. 

3.

 Create opportunities for youth to develop solutions and service that

facil itate regional trade.

4.

 Increase inclusive and youth-friendly service centres to access services

and support to GBV victims and teen mothers.

1.

 Prioritize investments for increased access to adolescent and youth

responsive Mental,  Sexual and Reproductive health services to young

people in least-served communities.

2.

Increase access to education and counselling services through peer-to-peer

mechanisms at the community level.

3.

Increased domestic financing for sustainable response to the rise in

STD/HIV infection in Africa

4.

Through media and awareness campaigns, reduce the stigma surrounding

youth access to mental,  sexual and reproductive health.

5.

 Establish systems to identify,  nurture and monetize talent.1.

 Re-evaluate legal frameworks and intellectual property rights for cultural,

creative and sports industry development.

2.

 Make investments in the development of spaces of production and

distribution of creative work and sports development.

3.

 Invest in developing the industry side of sports through the

professionalization of the different actors and services in the sports

industry.

4.

 Invest in social and cultural exchange programmes. 5.

22
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SUMMIT 
DELIBERATIONS

T h e  2 0 2 3  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  s u m m i t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n d

e n d o r s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t r a t e g i c  i n i t i a t i v e s :  

 T h e  1  M i l l i o n  N e x t  L e v e l  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n

U n i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .

1 .

T h e  T a l a n t a  H e l a  I n i t i a t i v e  c h a m p i o n e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y

o f  Y o u t h ,  C r e a t i v e  E c o n o m y  a n d  S p o r t s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c

o f  K e n y a .

2 .

T h e  c a l l  t o  a c t i o n  t o  a l l  A f r i c a n  M i n i s t r i e s  o f  Y o u t h  t o

e n g a g e  y o u t h  i n  a  G r e e n i n g  A f r i c a  e f f o r t  b y  p a r t n e r i n g

t h r o u g h  p l a n t i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  o f  t r e e s  i n  a l l  o u r

c o m m u n i t i e s .

3 .

T h e  Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  2 0 3 0  S t r a t e g y .  4 .

T h e  Y o u t h  i n  T r a d e  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  A F C F T A

S e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h e

Y o u t h C o n n e k t  A f r i c a  H u b ,  p a r t n e r s  a n d  A f r i c a n

M e m b e r  S t a t e s .

5 .
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“Aspiration 6 of Agenda 2063 envisions an Africa whose

development is people-driven, relying on the potential of
African people, especially its women and youth, and caring

for children. However, we can only benefit from Africa’s
youth potential if young people are provided with

relevant opportunities and equipped with the skills, they
need to harness those opportunities.

The theme “Youth Innovating a Borderless African
Renaissance”, indeed, recognizes Africa’s youth as key
agents to Africa’s sustainable development and their

pivotal role in building the Africa We Want.”

Ms. Prudence Ngwenya

Director of Women, Gender and Youth Directorate

African Union Commission




